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Meanwhile, someone spread a rumour that Mr. Ghudley had
fired a shot from the Club, Immediately people rushed to his
magnificent shop to wreak vengeance. There they broke the
window panes arid sacked the shop.
Such was the state of affairs when General Botha and General
Smuts came to Johannesburg. At a meeting with the strikers5
leaders, an agreement was drawn up and signed by the two gene-
rals and three leaders. The terms of the agreement are that the
workers in the mines, as also the other workers, will be reinstated,
that the Government accepts responsibility for the dead and the
wounded and, as far as possible, will compensate their dependants
and that it will inquire into the other grievances. The leaders
demanded that no action be taken against those who had incited
the people and taken part in looting. General Botha said that he
would do his best, but that he could not promise to interfere with
the course of justice. At present, nearly 100 people are under arrest.
Mrs. Fitzgerald has also been arrested* Newspapers had stopped
publication. Except The Star, all the others resumed publication
on Tuesday, Other activities have also been resumed. At the
moment of writing, it looks as if nothing had ever happened in
Johannesburg. Man soon forgets his misery and his danger.
On Monday, Johannesburg observed mourning. Flags were
flown half mast, all the dead were buried at four in the afternoon.
It is estimated that a crowd of 30,000 followed the funeral proces-
sion. These same people, the previous day, saw blood. On
Monday they followed the funeral procession in a slow, sad march.
It is now that the difficulties of the strike-leaders have begun.
Some of the strikers abuse the leaders and say that they were
cheated by the Government. Some say that the leaders betrayed
them. Some want to fight on still. The bulk have accepted what
the leaders have done. Votes of the different unions were taken.
The railway workers, too^ were defiant. In the end, however,
they calmed down. Quite a few hold that they should watch how
the Government keeps its promise and so normal activities have
been resumed. The miners have also been warned, at a meeting,
that they should be vigilant lest the Government let them down,
as it had done with the Asiatics. Regarding this suspicion, one
leader said that, if the workers remained strong, the Government
dared not play foul and that, if it did, they should reply with a
still bigger strike.
At the special request of the Government and in order not to
excite public feeling, both the leading newspapers have refrained
from commenting on this epic strike and apportioning blame.

